
Hello

Blooming Boulevards   |   www.bloomingboulevards.org

5.2

http://www.bloomingboulevards.org/


Blooming Boulevards is a registered Mississauga 
Community Group, and as such, is considered an 
“Additional Stakeholder” in the CCAP. 

We strongly support the following 
CCAP Action Plan Pathways:

• 2.0 Resilience and Green Infrastructure, Actions #8-1 and 
#8-3 (p. 29)

• 5.0 Engagements and Partnerships, Actions #19-2 and #19-
3 (p. 52)
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We support resilience and green infrastructure through 
our native plant propagation program, with emphasis on 
providing ecosystem services and attention to 
conservation genetics.
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We support engagements and partnerships through our 
Education and Outreach programs, by working with 
Mississauga staff, local and provincial organizations, and 
community groups. Together, we promote awareness, 
understanding and “up close and personal” 
opportunities for engagement.
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What we do
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What we do
we create pollinator habitat
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We connect neighbourhoods
to nature
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Here's why:
Most of Ontario's 400 native bee species have a 
limited foraging range - sometimes less than 600 
meters. 

In urban areas, their natural meadow habitats 
are rapidly disappearing, leaving local 
populations trapped in isolation from one 
another.

Unless we help, these species will weaken and 
die. 8

We create pollinator 
gardens. 

• Critically Endangered (IUCN)

• Endangered (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)

• Endangered (Canada Species At Risk Act)

Rusty Patched Bumble Bee
Bombus affinus

70% lost
Population decline since 
1985
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Short-range solitary 
bees: nesting & forage 
sites must be close 
together.

• Only half of the tested bees covered
distances of more than 100–225 m and
300 m

• Nesting and foraging habitat proximity
is needed for population persistence.
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Beautiful but…

Beauty and Biodiversity

Where are the bees?
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The bees are here.

Native Pollinator 
Habitat
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Native Pollinator 
Habitat

Growing 
the Future
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Native Pollinator 
Habitat

Growing 
the Future

1. Resilience & green infrastructure: environmental best
practices

2. Engagements & partnerships: moving forward together
3. Expanding our services
4. Finding solutions
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Sustainability is no longer about doing less harm. 

It’s about doing more good.

Jochen Zeitz

GROWING THE FUTURE
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1. Resilience & Infrastructure

Delivering environmental best 
practices
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During thousands of years 
of evolution, native fauna 
and flora learned how to 
use our local climate and 
terrain.
Now it’s our turn.

Needs. 
Wants. 
Solutions!
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Climate

Terrain

Plants 
and 

animals
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Tallgrass Prairie Restoration, 
Jack Darling Park 
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Tallgrass Prairie Restoration, 
Jack Darling Park 
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Blooming Boulevards’ 
best practices

Provide habitat linkage
Conserve biodiversity

Promote resilience
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We collect seed 
ethically…
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…from indigenous 
seed sources…
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…and grow our 
own plants…
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Blue Vervain 
Verbena hastata

Hoary Vervain 
Verbena stricta
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…using species native to 
the south Credit River 
Watershed (ER 7E-4).
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List of the Vascular Plants of 
Ontario’s Carolinian Zone 
(Ecoregion 7E) 
March 2017 
Compiled by Michael J. Oldham 
Natural Heritage Information Centre, 
Science and Research Branch, Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

Which should be planted in Mississauga?

Common Rare
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We choose species that 
provide abundant pollen 
and nectar across the 
growing season.
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We facilitate boulevard garden 
hubs which create habitat links.
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Site assessment: 
Jitendra’s boulevard garden – May 2020
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GROWING THE FUTURE – Delivering environmental best practices

Jitendra’s family planting the garden – May 2020

Family and neighbours
are engaged
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Jitendra’s boulevard garden – Oct. 2020

By fall, even 1st year gardens 
produce flowers well-used 
by wildlife and seed that will 
disperse.
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Jitendra’s family have inspired 7 neighbours
to sign up for a garden in 2021. They are 
spreading the word…

The gardens connect 
larger green spaces, 
creating habitat linkages.
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2. Engagements and Partnerships

Moving forward together
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Connects us “up close and personal”

Gets us active!

Lightens our hearts
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Community benefits: 
Spruce Park 2019
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Supports green initiatives
Makes us proud
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Community 
benefits 

Inspires us to learn more
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Community benefits: 
Spruce Park 2020
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Community 
benefits 

Reduces runoff
Conserves water
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Needs > Wants > 
Solutions!

Reduces CO2 emissions
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Community 
benefits 

5.2



Before/After

Cools heat islands
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Community 
benefits 
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Community 
benefits 
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Community 
benefits 
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3.
Expanding our services

40Blooming Boulevards |www.bloomingboulevards.org

GROWING THE FUTURE – Expanding our services
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 Replacing grass on 
residential boulevards 
with native plants offsets 
habitat loss.

GROWING THE FUTURE – Expanding our services
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 Providing forage and nesting 
services, so insects and other 
wildlife may use these areas to 
breed, promotes wider 
population distribution.

GROWING THE FUTURE – Expanding our services

Blooming Boulevards |www.bloomingboulevards.org

5.2



Our garden corridors 
present a variety of 
ecological services, 
increasing species 
diversity and resilience 
as populations adapt.

GROWING THE FUTURE – Expanding our services

Blooming Boulevards |www.bloomingboulevards.org

5.2



44Blooming Boulevards |www.bloomingboulevards.org

GROWING THE FUTURE – Expanding our services

We are 
working to 
expand 
structural and 
functional 
connectivity
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GROWING THE FUTURE – Expanding our services

Years 1 & 2 on map:
• 2019 = 13 gardens
• 2020 = 39 gardens

Year 3 not on map:
2021 = 75 gardens
2022 …= 150+/yr. gardens

 Habitat links

Creating 
garden hubs
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GROWING THE FUTURE – Expanding our services

 Habitat links

We are creating 
garden hubs that 
form corridors to 
link park patches.

Map shows 2019-2020 gardens.
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Establishing 
functional 
corridors 
connecting 
community parks 
and parkettes 
promotes species 
gene flow.

GROWING THE FUTURE – Expanding our services
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4.
Finding solutions
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Sourcing Credit 
Watershed seeds

One of our mandates which supports the LGMP and the CCAP is the 
preservation of Natural Heritage. That’s why we are very careful with 
our species selection and use seeds from local sources as much as 
possible.
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Seed sources
At present, the City sources its native 
plant material and seeds from 
suppliers in Vineland and Uxbridge -
both different ecoregions than south 
Mississauga’s 7E-4.  Other seed source 
locations:

Puslinch, Mulmur, Omemee, Peterborough, 
Kilworthy, Mono & Orangeville , Owen Sound, 
Pefferlaw, Kitchener, Claremont, Frankford, 
Melancthon, Guelph, Cobden, St. Williams, 
Port Robinson, Tiverton,Mount Forest, 
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GROWING THE FUTURE – Finding solutions

Local seeds are not widely available to 
conservation groups, who must source plant 
and seed material further afield.

Wildflower 
Farm in 
Coldwater is 
147 km from 
Port Credit

These seeds are Ontario natives but are not 
sourced from plants in the Credit River 
watershed
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If we used seed from wild 
plants growing in our own 
local prairie remnant areas, 
we could better preserve our 
local ecosystem 
– Society for Ecological Restoration, 
Ontario Chapter, 2010

Blooming Boulevards |www.bloomingboulevards.org

5.2



Raising our own plants would help protect the inherent 
adaptive traits of our indigenous Credit River watershed 
species, potentially increasing resilience to climate change 
stress. 
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GROWING THE FUTURE – Finding solutions

Scale is a 
factor
We are limited in what we can do:
• we need a reliable supply of  

indigenous plants - and that 
doesn’t exist. 

• So, we raise the plants ourselves. 
• Our present production is 

relatively small
• We need a place to do this on a 

larger scale.
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GROWING THE FUTURE – Finding solutions

3,000 native seedlings 
grow in my spare room.
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GROWING THE FUTURE – Finding solutions
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8 trained volunteers are 
growing 1,444 more in 

their basements
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At 7500 sq ft/yr, we will cover 1.75 acres (.7 
hectares) in 10 years.

This is not enough.

In order to scale up our efforts, we need a 
facility, such as a municipal greenhouse, where 
many more native plants can be grown to use in 
City environmental initiatives.
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GROWING THE FUTURE – Finding solutions

A greenhouse = more, better-adapted 
native plants
• Leased space to community 

environmental groups.
• Used for instruction and raising 

awareness.
• Used to provide plants for restoration 

of Natural Heritage sites.
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I would like the City to provide a greenhouse 
for use by community conservation groups to 
grow native plants.

It could also function as a community 
environmental education center.
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Inspiration

Kayanase
Greenhouse, 
based on the Six 
Nations Reserve, 
near Brantford, 
Ont.

GROWING THE FUTURE – Finding solutions
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Green belt 
Native Plant 
Center

Staten Island, NY
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Great Lakes 
Greenhouse Gives 
Native Plants a 
Second Chance
Posted by Janel Crooks, Hiawatha 
National Forest, U.S. Forest Service 
in Forestry
Feb 21, 2017

Volunteers help harvest native 
seedlings at the Hiawatha 
National Forest greenhouse in 
Marquette, Mich. U.S. Forest 
Service photo.
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https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/archive/category/forestry


“Coordinating all the actors and 
tasks necessary to respond to 
fragmented, heterogeneous and 
dynamic ecosystems in cities 
involves significant cooperation. 
Partnership is a cornerstone of 
urban ecosystem integrity.” J.F. 
Cerra / Landscape and Urban Planning 157 (2017) 
586–597
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Thank you!

• www.bloomingboulevards.org
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Community OutreachEducation Environmental 
Advocacy

Native Pollinator 
Gardens

Blooming Boulevards

Connecting neighbourhoods
to nature…
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