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Plate Issuance and Priority Waiting List

The issuance of new Taxi Owners Plates  is currently 
accomplished through the “Plate Issuance Calculation 
Formula” (By-law 0420-2004 Schedule 13)

This formula used variances in a number of weighted 
economic and social factors to identify the need for 
additional capacity in Taxi services.
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Plate Issuance and Priority Waiting List

These factors include data related to:

• Driver Income
• Taxi Plate value on secondary market
• Number of Bars and Restaurants
• Social Assistance Caseload
• Senior Population
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Plate Issuance and Priority Waiting List

The sudden and dramatic increase in demand for 
point to point transportation services has 
demonstrated that the current plate issuance model is 
ineffective at providing accurate projections of 
demand.

There is a general concern whether placing artificial 
limits on supply is effective in meeting consumer 
needs.
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Plate Issuance and Priority Waiting List

When indicated by the Plate Issuance Formula new 
owners licences are issued to Drivers who have been 
previously admitted to the Priority Waiting List, have 
paid the requisite fees and have maintained their 
position on the list.

This process is mandated through the by-law to take 
place every two years. 
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Existing Priority List

Currently there are 168 names that appear on the 
Priority waiting list. 
• 22 Drivers over 20 Years
• 40 Drivers between 15 &19 Years
• 31 Drivers between 10-14 Years
• 75 Drivers with less than 10 years.
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Existing Priority List

Approximately 97 of the Drivers identified on the list 
are in arrears on the maintenance payment required 
to maintain position on the list.

The yearly maintenance fee is currently $279 
(includes GST)

The average age of the top 22 Drivers is 58 ranging 
from 49-72)
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Issuance Model Options

• Retain current formula- no changes.
• Retain current formula- modify elements of the model
• Repeal current formula- adopt new model
• Repeal current formula- eliminate model (Open Entry)
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Issuance Model Options
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OPTION PROS CONS

Retain-
no change

Easy to implement.

Will not impact the value of 
existing owners plates.

Model is a poor predictor of demand and is 
based on criteria that has diminished over time.

May be perceived as unfair by those on Priority 
List as it is unlikely that this model would trigger 
an issuance in the foreseeable future.

Retain- modify Model is established but  
elements or weighting could be 
refined in consultation with the 
industry to better reflect 
current economy.

Altering existing model may trigger plate 
issuance.

Difficult to determine what modifications are 
appropriate.

Model relies on information that cannot be 
readily verified.

Repeal-
Replace

Develop a simplified model based on 
verifiable criteria.

A number of verifiable criteria are 
available. (Population growth, 
increase in housing etc)

Requires extensive industry consultation, 
unlikely to find consensus.

Repeal Aligns most closely with TNCs. And 
other licences issued by City

Encourages innovation and 
competition.

Negative Impact on existing non driving plate
owners leases

Secondary market would disappear
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Issuance Model Options
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OPTION Impact on Priority Waiting List

Retain-
no change

With the present formula there will be no issuance for the foreseeable 
future.

Members will eventually age out or voluntarily opt to exit the list.

Retain- modify Modification may trigger the issuance of new Owners Licences.

Rate of Issuance is difficult to project.

Repeal-
Replace

Depending on Criteria selected a replacement model would likely see the 
issuance of plates. (i.e.  A population based model would continue to issue 
plates as population grows)

Repeal Would substantially increase the number of issued Licences but would have 
a lesser effect on the actual number of taxicabs.  

Would eliminate the Priority List, anyone on the list would have the 
immediate option to acquire a licence.
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Discussion
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Appendix 1- Issuance Model
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