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T O R O N T O  R A P T O R S  -  C U L T U R E  A N D  I N C L U S I O N

A component of the Toronto Raptors
Community Safety  Action Plan



HOW IT
STARTED

Buffalo, N.Y 
Supermarket Shooting

10 killed, 3 wounded in racist shooting at Buffalo supermarket,
officials say

May 14, 2022

Uvalde, TX 
Robb Elementary School  

‘It’s pathetic’: NBA coach Steve Kerr rails against
U.S. senators for inaction on gun violence

May 24, 2022

MAY 2022
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https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/buffalo-supermarket-mass-shooting-leaves-7-dead-law-enforcement-source-rcna28883
https://globalnews.ca/news/8868098/steve-kerr-uvalde-shooting-statement-video/


P l a y e r s ,  C o a c h e s ,  a n d  T e a m

p e r s o n n e l  r e s p o n d e d  b y

a c t i v a t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f

N a t i o n a l  G u n  V i o l e n c e

A w a r e n e s s  D a y  a n d  W e a r  O r a n g e

W e e k e n d
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https://wearorange.org/about/


29 NBA TEAMS 
PARTICIPATED 
EXCEPT FOR THE
TORONTO RAPTORS 
O B S E R V E D  O N  T H E  F I R S T  F R I D A Y  O F  J U N E  I N  T H E  U S ,  T H E

T O R O N T O  R A P T O R S  A R E  T H E  O N L Y  T E A M  T H A T  W A S  U N A B L E  

 T O  J O I N  A L O N G S I D E  O U R  N B A  F A M I L Y .  
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NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS DAY 
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Gun violence is a real thing in Canada that affects all communities in Canada
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ACTION
PETITION FOR
NATIONAL 
GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS DAY 
O B S E R V E D  O N  T H E  F I R S T  F R I D A Y  O F  J U N E  I N  T H E  U S ,  T H E

T O R O N T O  R A P T O R S  A R E  I N V I T I N G  Y O U  T O  H E L P  U R G E

C A N A D I A N  L E G I S L A T O R S  T O  O B S E R V E  T H I S  D A Y  I N  C A N A D A .  

#GUNSAFETYFORALL 

  TA
K

E 
A

C
TI

O
N

   
 T

A
K

E 
A

C
TI

O
N

   
 T

A
K

E 
A

C
TI

O
 N

   
 T

A
K

E 
A

C
TI

O
N

   
 T

A
K

E 
A

C
TI

O
N

   

>>>>>> JUNE 3, 2022
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https://www.change.org/p/support-national-gun-violence-awareness-day-in-canada


HOW WE 
GOT INVOLVED

Raptors were invited to attend a community roundtable with
Minister of Public Safety and the Mayor of Toronto where the
Federal government committed $12M to help community groups
tackle gun violence in the city

June 29TH

Prime Minister Trudeau and Masai Ujiri hosted a community round
table involving 30 community organizations and civic leaders.
Masai commits that Raptors will join the movement to reduce gun
violence in the city

July 5TH

JUNE - JULY 2022
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>>>>>> JULY 5, 2022

“GUN VIOLENCE AFFECTS TOO MANY PEOPLE ACROSS THE COUNTRY – AND THESE COMMUNITY

LEADERS, DOCTORS, AND YOUNG PEOPLE FROM TORONTO ARE WORKING TIRELESSLY TO CHANGE

THAT. THAT’S WHY WE’RE WORKING TOGETHER AND ENACTING STRONGER GUN CONTROL

MEASURES TO KEEP CANADIANS SAFE,” 

JUSTIN TRUDEAU
PRIME MINISTER, CANADA

“WE KNOW THAT [GUN VIOLENCE IS] NOT JUST AN ISSUE FOR MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES AND

WE KNOW SOME OF THESE ISSUES THAT ARE RISING, WE’VE SEEN IN OUR NEIGHBORING COUNTRY

AND WE SEE IT HERE, WE’RE HOPING THAT WE CAN GET THIS UNDER CONTROL IN OUR OWN

COUNTRY,”

“MENTAL WELLNESS, WHETHER IT’S A LACK OF EDUCATION, WHATEVER THE ISSUES ARE —

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — ALL THESE THINGS THAT ARE CAUSING [GUN VIOLENCE], WE HAVE TO BE

IN FRONT OF THEM.”

MASAI UJIRI
PRESIDENT, TORONTO RAPTORS 
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HOW WE 
TOOK ACTION

Raptors and MLSE staff participate in a Community March against
Gun Violence

September 24TH

A formal letter from the Toronto Raptors Vice Chairman and
President of Basketball Operations Masai Ujiri was submitted to the
Prime Minister's Office  calling for a National Day of Gun Violence
Awareness to be recognized in Canada

December 1ST

AUG- DECEMBER 2022
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FOCUS GROUP
SESSIONS 
R A P T O R S  M E T  W I T H  C O M M U N I T Y  A C T I V I S T  G R O U P S  A N D

N E I G H B O U R H O O D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  T O  C O L L E C T  T H E I R  F E E D B A C K

A N D  S U G G E S T I O N S  O N  T H E  R O L E  T H A T  C A N  B E  P L A Y E D  T O W A R D S

R E D U C I N G  G U N  V I O L E N C E  I N  T H E  C I T Y .

 

T H E I R  V O I C E S  L E D  U S  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  S A F E T Y  A C T I O N  P L A N

P R E V E N T I O N  -  I N T E R V E N T I O N  -  H E A L I N G
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http://zerogunviolence-movement.com/
https://www.theonebyonemovement.com/about


wE WILL WORK TO ADVOCATE AND ADVANCE
COMMUNITY SAFETY IN 3 WAYS: 

OUR APPROACH

PREVENTION INTERVENTION HEALING 

collaborate with and support community
ambassadors with lived, relatable experience by
providing resources and tools to intercept and
divert impressionable commuity membersT
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EMPOWERMENT FUND

as an empathetic community builder, we can unify
people that have been impacted by tragedy and
reaffim that the spaces we have built and
supported are safe for their families and friends

Provide platforms, programs and opportunities
that avert commuity members from situations
that lead to or involve infringing on the safety
of the public

a call to action that presents opportunity for our employees,
partners, and fans to contribute to our social justice actions
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https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2018/hl/comm/communicationfile-79063.pdf
https://www.torontohousing.ca/
https://www.theonebyonemovement.com/about
http://zerogunviolence-movement.com/
http://zerogunviolence-movement.com/


PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS

Diversity Cup

Community 
Impact 
Clinics

CURRENT (F23-F24) FUTURE (F25 - F27)

 O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  S A F E T Y  C A M P A I G N  
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https://www.torontohousing.ca/midnightbasketball


HOW WE MOVE
FORWARD? 

JUNE 2023 - FORWARD 

Discuss internally to determine a implementation and execution
strategy, with input from all key MLSE Stakeholders

APRIL  2023 

Coordinate a communication campaign by collaborating with the
PMO, civic leaders, community organizations, and media partners 

MAY 2023

Announcement - Proclamation Requesting That the People of
Canada Observe the First Friday in June of Every Year as a
National Day Against Gun Violence

JUNE 1st, 2023 

APRIL - JUNE 2023
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Appendix A - 2004 - 2021 Toronto Public Safety Data Portal 
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https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiN2IzMmI5YzctZjJkOC00Zjg4LTliNGItZWFkOGJmZGQwOGFhIiwidCI6Ijg1MjljMjI1LWFjNDMtNDc0Yy04ZmI0LTBmNDA5NWFlOGQ1ZCIsImMiOjN9


Appendix B - Toronto Raptors Culture and Social Impact Strategy
F24 - F27
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Appendix C -   
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THE NATIONAL BASKETBALL SOCIAL JUSTICE COALITION IS A 501(C)(4) ADVOCACY ORGANIZATION THAT LEADS THE NBA
FAMILY’S COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS TO ADVANCE SOCIAL JUSTICE AND DISMANTLE SYSTEMIC RACIAL INEQUALITY. FORMED
JOINTLY BY THE NBA, NBPA, AND NBCA IN 2020, THE COALITION LEVERAGES THE GAME OF BASKETBALL’S INFLUENCE TO
SEEK AND ACHIEVE POLICY CHANGE AT THE FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL LEVEL.

Mission

AWARENESS.  WE USE THE NBA PLATFORM TO BRING ATTENTION TO CRITICAL SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES.
LEADERSHIP. WE SUPPORT LEARNING AND LEADERSHIP BY PLAYERS, TEAMS, AND ORGANIZATIONS ACROSS THE NBA COMMUNITY.
ACTION. WE ADVOCATE FOR BETTER LAWS AND POLICIES ON THE FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL LEVELS.

WE WORK TO ADVANCE SOCIAL JUSTICE IN 3 WAYS:

Approach

PROTECTING THE FIRST RIGHT OF
DEMOCRACY BY STRENGTHENING
ACCESS TO THE BALLOT FOR ALL

AMERICANS.

 
ELIMINATING BIAS, ENSURING

ACCOUNTABILITY, AND
BUILDING STRONGER

COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS.

 
COMBATTING MASS INCARCERATION,

SHRINKING AMERICA’S PRISON
SYSTEM, AND SUPPORTING RETURNING

INDIVIDUALS.

CRIMINAL JUSTICEPOLICINGVOTING RIGHTS


