
An introduction for the Mississauga Cycling Advisory Committee 

- Tuesday, October 13th, 2020 -

WWW.MISSISSAUGAMBA.CA



• Cycling on developed, unpaved paths/trails;

• Varying terrain, typically, dirt

• “Single-track”

• Varying degrees of difficulty

• Inexpensive cycling infrastructure

• Inclusive among skill levels and ages

• Sustainable

• Fast-growing

• Grassroots

What is mountain 
biking?
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• It is not cycling over wide, high-traffic 

multi-use trails (MUT) or crushed gravel

• It is not bushwhacking through sensitive 

overgrowth 

• It is not only meant for expert/professional 

mountain bikers

• It is not illegal trail building

What mountain 
biking is not
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Who is the ?
We are a dedicated and organized group of approximately 90 mountain bikers seeking to partner with the community to 

act as advocates for positive mountain biking culture while serving as stewards of the trails to ensure sustainability 

within the region of Mississauga. 

We aim to raise awareness of the sport and .

WWW.MISSISSAUGAMBA.CA



1. To help promote positive mountain biking opportunities, culture and 

information to the public on the sport.

2. To encourage, educate, and practice sustainable and low-impact trail 

development and maintenance.

3. To endorse safe and responsible mountain biking.

4. To protect the natural environment including the local flora and fauna.

5. To advocate for the mountain biking community through a unified and 

structured mountain biking club.

6. To collaborate and communicate with the City of Mississauga to meet 

cycling mandates.

Our Goals
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How do clubs and associations help?
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Collaboration

Strong & Dedicated 
Volunteer Base

Standardizing trails 
(i.e. signage)

Promotion of sanctioned 
and sustainable trails
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What are the 
globally-identified issues? 

No organized group 

of mountain bikers 

advocating for safe 

and sustainable 

trail use in 

Mississauga

Lack of education 

for trail users on 

etiquette and 

expectations

Observable and 

steady rise in the 

sport leading to 

increased use of all 

trails within the 

Erindale Park 

system

Lack of resources 

(human and 

financial) needed to 

improve and 

maintain trails



What are the 
trail-specific issues? 

1. Unsanctioned

2. Unsafe

3. Unsustainable

4. Infrequently maintained

5. No signage

6. No risk assessment/management strategy

7. User apathy

Off-road, single-track trails:
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To serve as the local authority on off-road trails:

i. Supporting trail development for all skill levels

ii. Advising city/regional staff on new projects

iii. Increase awareness and participation in the sport

iv. Maintain trails networks

v. Act as stewards of the trails to promote conservation efforts and discourage illegal trail building

We are asking the MCAC to support our objectives and help us connect with city staff and local government to 

achieve our objectives.

Objectives and Action
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International Best Practices
● MMBA: Member of IMBA Canada

● Access to international best practices 
and insurance

● Direct advocacy support and guidance

● Experience working directly with 
Federal, Provincial, and Municipal 
landowners 

● Education
● Advocacy
● Lobbying
● Consulting
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AJ Strawson, Executive Director of IMBA Canada

Dean Campbell, Council Chairman of IMBA Ontario

Brent Ellis, Chairman of The Hydrocut (region of Waterloo)

Peter Weldon, President of the Halton Agreement Forest Trail Association (region of Halton)

Margaret Law, President of the Caledon Cycling Club

Endorsements



1. Mississauga Mountain Biking Association <https://mississaugamba.ca>

2. International Mountain Bike Association <https://imbacanada.com/>

3. Trailforks Trail Database <https://www.trailforks.com/>

4. PinkBike Article - Economic Impacts 

<https://www.pinkbike.com/u/leelau/blog/economic-impacts-of-mountain-biking-tourism.html?utm_s

ource=facebook.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fb-like#commentform>

5. IMBA Article - Economic Benefits 

<https://imbacanada.com/economic-benefits-of-mountain-bike-tourism/#:~:text=Mountain%20biking

%20is%20a%20strong,billion%20in%20federal%20tax%20revenue>

6. The Hydrocut Trails (Waterloo, ON) <https://www.thehydrocut.ca/>

7. The Halton Agreement Forest Trail Association <https://www.hafta.ca/>

8. The Caledon Cycling Club <https://http://www.caledoncyclingclub.com/>

Appendix A: Informative Links
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Appendix B: Endorsement Letters
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Appendix B: Endorsement Letters
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