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Visit to Transport Canada’s Motor 
Vehicle Safety Investigation Lab (MVSIL)
Mission is to ensure the safety of road users:
• rigorous investigations & innovative research
• identify and address potential defects 
• enhance vehicle crashworthiness
• contribute valuable insights to the field of motor vehicle safety

• Self-driving Vehicle Tests
• Toyota Rav 4 seatbelts
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Emphasis on Active 
Transportation
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Cycling
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Walking
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Walk Shops
WHAT/WHERE
Walk Shops are mobile workshops on pre-determined routes in urban settings where 
participants can visit and learn about local Vision Zero projects and transportation 
projects. The case study was done in Guelph.

WHO
Participants included: community politicians, public health leaders, community 
organizers, law enforcement fire department, public transit officials, education 
leaders, reps from the local neighborhood and nearby neighborhoods, transportation 
experts & planners.

WHY
Their Agenda was to review and discuss: Best practices in built environment changes, 
Equity and inclusivity in safe mobility, Benefits on multi-modal transport options (non 
cars), Addressing conflict points among road users.

NEXT STEPS
The case study received very positive feedback.  Parachute is seeking funding to help 
other communities conduct Walk Shops. They are also creating 

For more information contact: 
Valerie Smith at Parachute vsmith@parachute.ca   
Liraz Fridman at Guelph liraz.fridman@guelph.ca
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Encouraging Active Transportation

• If communities want people to walk and cycle, they must ensure 
that the areas used are well-lit. The top reason people claimed 
they didn’t walk at night was because they felt unsafe in areas with 
low lighting.

• Communities that want to encourage year-round cycling must 
prioritize clearing snow and ice from bicycle lanes.

• One of the companies in the exhibit hall makes a new street light 
base that is strong but the base will crumble to absorb impact
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Cargo bikes and pedestrian malls
Closing selected streets to motor vehicles – temporarily or 
permanently – is becoming very popular. The areas can be used for 
community gardens, farmers markets, play areas, retail stalls, cafes 
& restaurants, and musical performances.
This brings communities together and encourages physical activity 
(especially post covid.)
• Montreal is trialing a system where motor vehicles are not allowed 

into specific retail/residential areas (pedestrian malls). 
• Outside of the selected (PM) areas is a storage space that’s 

shared by courier companies. Trucks unload their cargo at the 
storage space and cargo bikes deliver the goods from there to the 
stores/ residences. Overall, the system seems to work well and 
reduces emissions in the retail area.
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Planning to Achieve Zero

• Sweden is targeting 2050 as the year it will achieve zero deaths 
and serious injuries on roads

• They recommend backward planning from the target date for 
communities that want to achieve zero

• What changes will be made each year to bring you closer to the goal
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Child car seats – Current regulations are 
inadequate

Not all car seats work in all cars
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