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• Carassauga Festival is an incorporated non-profit volunteer 

community organization celebrating multiculturalism since 1986. 

• It’s an annual event that takes place the weekend following the 

Victoria Day long weekend.

• The festival takes place in various venues throughout 

Mississauga with indoor and outdoor locations. (parking lot, 

arenas, community center rooms/gyms, and cultural community 

halls) giving visitors an opportunity to ‘travel and experience the 

world’ without leaving the city.

• Our festival is unique in that Carassauga partners with various 

local cultural community groups to work together to create a 

weekend-long festival that showcases unity and appreciation of 

the diversity found in our city. 

ABOUT US
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2 0 2 4  FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS
Re co rd e d  Vis it s  - 29 5,30 6

fro m  Miss issauga  an d  Su rro un d in g Co m m un it ie s

25 Cu lt u ra l Pavilio n s
African , Arm e n ian , Can ad ian , Ca rib b e an , Ch in e se , Co lo m b ian , Cro a t ian , Cyp rio t , 

Egyp t ian , Gre e k, Hawa iian , In d ian , In d o n e s ian , Iran ian , Iraq i, Ir ish , Le b an e se , Pakis t an i, 
Pe ruvian , Filip in o , Po lish , Po rt ugue se , Se rb ian , Tu rkish , an d  Vie t n am e se
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PROGRAMMING
KEY ELEMENTS OF WHY PEOPLE VISIT OUR FESTIVAL

Ente rta inm e n t Food  a nd  Cooking  Ed uc a t iona l Dis p la ys  a nd  
In te ra c t ive  Ac t ivit ie sVisitors enjoy watching the cultural 

performances, throughout our 13 stages 
over the 20 hours featuring 2615 artists. 
The performances vary from singing, 
drumming to dancing and plays, 
highlighting local artists and cultural 
folklore groups. Visitors also have an 
opportunity to join in audience 
participation activities like learning to play 
the African drums or dancing the Hula. 

Throughout the festival, food 
demonstrations and vendors exhibit the 
many ethnic cuisines found in Mississauga 
providing visitors with the opportunity to 
learn how to cook and sample the different 
foods. With over 50 food vendors, there 
are many options to pick from.  

Within each pavilion location, visitors have 
an opportunity to learn about the various 
cultures through artisan displays and arts 

and crafts. Guests can participate in 
cultural skills such as origami, cultural 

games, pottery making, Arabic writing, and 
more. 
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Se n io r Re s id e n c e s

Cu ltu ra l pe rform ances and  
cra ft  dem onstra t ions a t  

va rious sen ior re sidences 

Ma rk e t in g  Eve n t s

Pe rform ance  sneak p reviews 
a t  m a lls , Un ion  Sta t ion  and  

Kip ling Sta t ion  

On lin e  P ro g ra m m in g

Instruct iona l videos.  
Cooking with  Ca ra ssauga  - 

cu ltu ra l cooking videos
Dancing with  Ca ra ssauga  - 

cu ltu ra l dance  tu toria ls

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING
Outside  of fe st iva l weekend , Ca ra ssauga  st rive s to  re ta in  ou r exposu re  th roughou t  the  yea r 
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OPERATING BUDGET
AN N UAL BUDGET O F $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0

5 0 % O F THE FESTIVAL EXP EN SES ARE 
SUBSIDIES THAT ARE GIVEN  TO  THE 
CO MMUN ITY GRO UP S
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0 1

0 2

0 3

RISK FACTORS
CURRENTLY CARASSAUGA IS IN A STRONG AND STABLE 
POSITION WITH AN OPTIMISTIC VIEW OF ITS FUTURE 
PROSPECTS. HOWEVER, LIKE ANY FESTIVAL, THE 
ORGANIZATION IS SUBJECT TO BOTH INTERNAL AND 
EXTERNAL RISKS WHICH MAY AFFECT FUTURE OUTCOMES. 

Fund ing  

Re d uc e d  p a rtne rs h ip  w ith  Cu ltu ra l 
Com m unity Group s

Ris ing  Cos ts
• Loss of key operational grants or sponsors.
• Changing of government priorities relative to the arts
• Funding is program-based
• Timing of cash flows

• The participation of ethnic cultural groups is 
fundamental to the success of the festival. 

• Competing with Celebration Square festivals

• Facility Rental and staffing charges
• Event supplies have increased (tents, staging, etc.)
• Performer fees 
• Marketing 

De p a rtu re  o f ke y p e rs onne l0 4
• Rely on volunteers - commitment has declined
• Only 1 staff member
• Departure of city staff familiar with the festival
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SUPPORT
THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL:

0 1 De live r fund ing  no t ic e  e a rlie r  in  the  ye a r

0 2 Prom ot ion  of the  e ve n t

0 3
City Lia is on  to  he lp  w ith  a ll a s p e c ts  o f the  
fe s t iva l p la nn ing

0 4 Com m unic a t ion  a nd  p a rtne rs h ip  w ith  
c om m unity o rg a n iz a t ions
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THANK YOU
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